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Englishmen in India, especially those of the commercial
world, who had resisted every single measure of constitutional
reforms in the past, heartily co-operated with the Govern-
ment in their policy, were prepared to recognize that only
in a contented India would the interests of British trade
be safeguarded, and appeared to be contented with the
provisions for protecting their interests. The Indian in-
dustrialists found fresh opportunities for striking a bargain
and demanded further protection ! They welcomed the
decisions to place the Railways, the Reserve Bank, and the
Tariffs outside the competence of the Legislatures.

The attitude of the Services was, on the whole, equally
conciliatory. If the Indian official world moved cautiously,
they showed no disinclination towards the policy that was
being shaped in the Conferences. The Government knew
that the changed conditions in India warranted the applica-
tion of such methods as would keep the forces of nationalism
within bounds, and that the Indian States by their collabora-
tion in the Constitution would provide an adequate element
of stability. A feudal-imperialist bloc, under the guise of
a federal democratic Constitution, would, to quote Mr.
Baldwin's words, " stand against time and weather irrespec-
tive of the changes of Government at home/'

The British India delegates, on the other hand, attended
the Conferences at a time when the bulk of the politically-
conscious classes had no faith in the intentions of the
Government in regard to granting anything like Dominion
Status to India. The co-operating leaders relied on the
policy of Lord Irwin, trusted his word and gave him their
fullest co-operation. The raison d'etre of the Conference
was to arrive, without much delay, at the maximum amount
of agreement on the constitutional issues, and with this end
in view, they came to attend the Conferences and Com-
mittees.

Through the untiring labour of the Indian Liberals and
their leaders, Gandhi was persuaded to attend the second
Round Table Conference, but the failure to reconcile their